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To the RE A D E R. 


1 B EFORE you begin the following hiftory, 
| ewhich is made believe 20 be related by 4 
Mousz, I muſt beg, you will be careful to 
remember, that the Author's defign in writing 
it auas no s5 to inſtruct and improve, than 
E was to amuſe and divert you. It is, there- 
b | fore, earneſtly hoped, that as you read it, you 
auill obſerve all the good advice therein de- 
livered, and endeavour to profit from it, awhilf 
at the ſame time, you reſolve to ſhun all actiaus 
T which render thrſe wha praiſe them not only 
deſpicable, but really wicked. Sincerely æuiſb- 
Zing that the Mouſe may prove neither wholly un 
entertaining nor uninſtructive 79 you, J fubſerte 


; ö at 


A very fincere Well 2 
To all my little Readers, 
ES 
Vor. I, a : 


. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


URING a remarkable ſevere winters 
when a prodigious fall of ſnow con- 
Afined every body to their habitations, who 
were happy enough to have one to ſhelter 
. them from the inclemency of the ſeaſon, and 
a were not obliged, by buſineſs, to expoſe theme 
felves to its rigour, I was on a viſit at Meadow- 
Fran, where had aſſembled likewiſe a large 
party of young folk, who all ſeemed, by 
their harmony and good-humour, to ftrive 
ho ſhould the moſt contribute to render 
pleaſant that confinement which we were all 
equally obliged to ſhare, Nor were thoſe 
f further advanced in life, leſs anxious to con- 


tribute to the general ſatisfaction and enter- 
5 ainment. 


After the more ſerious employment of read- 
ing each morning was concluded, we danced, 
4 e ſung, we played at beine buff, 


A 2 games 
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games equally diverting and innocent. And 
when tired of them, drew our ſeats round 
the fire, whilſt each one in turn, told ſome 
merry ſtory to divert the company, | 
At laft, after having related all that we 
could recolle& worth reciting, and being ra- 1 
ther at a loſs what to ſay next, a ſprightly 3 
girl in company propoſed, that every one 
ſhould relate the hiſtory of their own lives: 3 
And it muſt be ſtrange indeed, added ſhe, 2 
if that will not help us out of this difficul- 4 
ty, and furniſh converſation for ſome days 
longer, and by that time, perhaps, the froſty 
will break, the ſnow will melt, and ſet us all : 
at liberty. But let it break when it will, 1 * 
make a /aw, that no one ſhall go from 1. 
dow Hall till they have told their own hiſtory; . 
ſo take notice ladies and gentlemen, take no- * 
tice every body what you have to truſt to,. 5 


And becauſe, continued ſhe, I will not 4 


be unreaſonable, and require more from you 1 
CC 
than you can perform, I will give all you 


whe 
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d | who may perhaps have forgotten what paſſed 


ſo many years ago, at the beginning” of 
your lives, two days to recollect and digeſt 
your ſtory ; by which time, if you do not 
1 {produce ſomething pretty and entertaining, 
1 {we will never again admit you to dance or 
„ play among us. All this ſhe ſpoke with ſo 
7 good- humoured a ſmile, that every one was 
delighted with her, and promiſed to do their 
2 to acquit themſelves to her ſatisfaction; 
7 whilſt ſome (the length of whoſe lives had not 
rendered them forgetful of the tranſactions 
vrhich had pafſed) inſtantly began their ne- 
? mire, as they called them: and really ſome 
related their narratives with ſuch ſpirit and 
\Jingenuity, that it quite diſtreſſed us older 
dC | leſt we ſhould diſgrace outlelves, when 
it ſhould fall to our turn to hold forth. How- 
„ Ever, we were all determined to produce 


not 
3 ED: as our fair direfreſs ordered, end 


0 endeavour to draw up ſome kind of 2 
A 3 hiſtory, 


1 | InTRODUCTION. 1 
kiſtory, which might ſatisfy my companions 4 
in confinement.— I ok uþ my pen it is true : 9 
and laid the paper before me, but not one 
word toward my appointed taſk could I pro- A 
ceed. The various occurrences of my life 4 
were ſuch as far from affording entertainment, 
would, I was certain, rather afflict; or, per- 3 
haps, not . interefling enough for that, only 3 
fiupify, and render them more weary of the 4 
continuation of the froſt than they were he- A 
fore I began my narration. Thus circum- 4 
ſtanced, therefore, although by myſelf, I 5 
broke ſilence by exclaiming, What a taſk = 
has this ſweet. girl impoſed upon me! One 5 
which I ſhall never be able to execute to my 
own ſatisfaction, or her amuſement! The ad- 2 


ventures of my life (though deeply intereſt- 
ing to myſelf) will be infipid and unenter- 


taining to others, eſpecially to my young IT 
hearers : I cannot therefore attempt it ;— - 
Then write mine, which may be more di- 4 
verting, {aid a little ſqusaking voice, which 3 
ſounded Þ 
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ns ſounded as if cloſe to me. I ſtarted with ſur- 
e, Y priſe! not knowing any one to be near me; 
ne ö and looking round, could diſcover no object 
o- from whom it could poſſibly proceed, when 
ſe | caſting my eyes upon the ground, in a little 
bd Zhole under the ſkirting-board cloſe by the fire, 
r- I diſcovered the head of a Mouſe peeping out. 
Uh aroſe with a deſign to ſtop the hole with 
a cork, which happened to lay on the table by 
4 e, and I was ſurpriſed to find that it did not 
oY run away, but ſuffered me to advance quite 
cloſe, and then only retreated a little into the 
Ghote, ſaying in the ſame voice as before, Will 
le ou write my hiſtory? You may he ſure that 
y was much ſurpriſed to be ſo addreſſed by ſuch 
a- 2 an animal; but aſhamed of diſcovering any 


99 appearance of aſtoniſhment, leſt the Mouſe 


r- 1 ould ſuppoſe it had frightened me, I an- 
1 Fwered with the utmoſt compoſure, that I 
© ould write it willingly, if it would dictate 
+ me. O! that I will do, replied the 
Mouſe, if you wil not hurt me, Not for 


the 


* 4˙ . — 
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the world, returned I: come, therefore, and 
fit upon my table, that I may hear mere 


diſtinctly what you have to relate, It in- 5 


ſtantly accepted my invitation, and with all 
the nimbleneſs of its ſpecies, ran up the ſide 
of my chair, and jumped upon my table; 
when getting into a box of wafers, it began 
as follows: | 

But before I proceed to relate my new little 


companion's hiſtory, I muſt beg leave to 
allure my readers, that, in earn, I never 
heard a Mouſe ſpeak in all my life, and only 
wrote the following narrative as being far 
more entertaining, and not leſs inſtruftive than P 


my own life would have been; and as it met 
with the high approbation of tho“ for whom 


it was written, I have ſent it to Mr. Mar/hal!, 1 
for him to publiſh it if he pleaſes, for th 


equal amuſement of his little cuſtomers, 


NE 


al L B., 


7 3 0 F A 
7 % 


[ 0:- L $ * 


0 IKE all other new born anda whether 
N I of the human or any other ſpecies, I 
er cannot pretend to remember what paſſed 
y i 1 amy my infant days. The firſt circum- 
ſtance I can recollect was my mother's ad- 
= dreſſing me and my three brothers, who all 
im lay i in the ſame neſt, in the following words: 
et I have, my children, with the greateſt diffi- 
7 culty and utmoſt hazard of my life, pro- 
# vided for you all to the preſent moment. But 
2 the od] is arrived, when I can no longer 
0 [= that method : ſnares and traps are 


ar 


m | 


every where ſet for me; nor ſhall J, without 
infinite danger, be able to procure ſuſtenance 
to ſupport my own exiſtence, much leſs can I 
find ſufficient for you all; and indeed, with 
cle I behold it as no longer neceſſary, 
fnce 
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ſince you are of age now to provide and 


ſhift ſor yourſelves. And I doubt not, but 


our agility will enable you to procure a very 
comfortable livelihood; only let me give 
you this one caut ion, never (whatever the 


flatter yourſelves to the contrary, you will 
certainly at laſt be deſtroyed. So ſaying, ſhe 
ſtroked us all with her fore paw as a token 
of her affection, and then hurried away, to 
conceal from us the emotions of her ſorrow at 


thus ſending us into the wide world, 
She was no ſooner gone, than the thought 


| impatient to u 
ward in ſearch of ſome food, or rather ſome 
adventure; as our mother had left us victuals 


wainſcot, till we reached the ſtory above that 


we were born in, where we found it much 
eaſier tc run round within the {kirting-board, M 


than to aſcend any higher, 


While we were there, our noſes were de- 
of 


lightfully Ns with the ſeent of the moſt 
delicate 


temptation may be) appear often in the % 
N ſame place; if you do, however you may 


= 


. . 
3 82 Fr 3 
8 e 


"3 I 


being our own directors ſo charmed our 
little hearts, that we preſently forgot our 
grief at parti ng from our kind parent, and 
e our liberty, we all ſet for- 


more than ſufficient to ſupply the wants of 3 
that day. With a great deal of difficulty, we af 
chambered up a high wall on the inſide of a A 


ow 
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glicate food that we had ever ſmelt; we were 


fter running round and round the room a 


ve great many times, we at laſt diſcovered a 


© 


a fittle crack, through which we made our en- 


S 


France. My brother Longtail led the way ; 


I followed; Seſidaæun came next; but Bright- 


ger would not be prevailed upon to venture. 
he apartment which we entered was {pa- 


tous and elegant, at leaſt, differed ſo great- 


from any thing we had ſeen, that we 
agir.ed it the fineſt place upon earth. It 


Pas covered all over with a carpet of various 
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colours, that not only concealed ſome bird- 
ſeeds which we came to devour, but alſo for 
ſome time prevented our being diſcovered ; as 

F much the ſame hue with many of 
the flowers on the carpet. At laſt a little girl! 
who was at work in the room by the ſide of, 
her mamma, ſhrieked out as if violently 
hurt, Her mamma begged to know the} 


the miſchiefs whic 


we Were 0 


cauſe of her ſudden alarm. Upon which ſhe! 


called out, a Mouſe! a Mouſe! I ſaw one 
under the chair! And if you_ did, my} 
dear, replied her mother, 1s that any reaſon} 
for your behaving ſo ridicuouſly? If there 


were twenty mice, what harm could they poſ- 
fibly do ? yen may eaſily hurt and deſtroy hem; 


but, goo eto things! ey cannot if they 


would hurt . What could not they biz 
me ? inquired the child, They may indeed} 


be able to do that; but you may be ven ſure b 
the mother. A Mouſe is one of the moſt © 


that they have no ſuch inclination, rejoined 


L 
- 


K 


- 
| 
Y 
C 
1 
r 


to 


timorous things in the world; every noiſe q 


alarms it ; and thou gh it chiefly lives by plun- 


der, i appears as if pon by its fears for! of 
it commits among our 


property. It is therefore highly ridiculous tc 
pretend to be alarmed at the fight of a crea: 
ture that would run from the found of your 
voice, and wiſhes never te come near you 

| | eſt 


0¹ 
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. leſt, as you are far more able, you ſhould 
Z alſo be diſpoſed to hurt it. But I am ſure, 
Madam, replied the little girl, who's. name I 
„H afterward heard was Nancy, they do not al- 
2 ways run away; for one day as Miſs Bezjey 
„Kite was looking among ſome things which 
ſhe had in a box, a Mouſe jumped out and 
ran up her frock ſleeve ; ſhe quite felt it up- 
on her arm. And what became of it then? 
Z inquired the mother. It jumped down again, 
'y replied Nancy, and got into a little hole in 

the window leat; and Be/ey did not ſee it 
again, Well then, my dear, reſumed the 


6 lady, what Harm did it do her ? Is not that a 
. convincing proof of what I ſay, that you 


y have no cauſe to be i of them, and that 
„Nit is very filly. to be fo? It is certainly fooliſh 
Ito be afraid of any thing, unleſs it threatens 
us with immediate danger ; but to pretend to 
be ſo at a More, and ſuch like inoffenſive 
things, is a degree of weakneſs that I can bj 
o mean ſuffer any of my children to in- 
dulge. May I then, Madam, inquired the 
hild, be afraid of cows and horſes, and ſuch 
great beaſts as thoſe? - Certainly not, an- 
wered her mother, unleſs they are likely to 
urt you. If a cow or a+ horſe runs after 
ou, J would have you fear them ſo much, 
is to get out of the way; but if they are 

. | | quictly _ 
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quietly walking or grazing in a feld, then te 
fly from them, as if you thought that they 
would cat 5% inſtead of the grais, is moſt ab- 
furd, and diſcovers great want of ſenſe. 1 
* lady who, ] believe, Y 


once knew a young 


thought it looked prezty, to be terrified at 


every thing. and to ſcream if a dog, or even 
a Ifcaſe looked at her; but moſt feverely was 
The puniſhed for her folly, by ſeveral very 
diſagrecable accidents which ihe by thoſe W 


means brought upon herfelf, 


One day when ſhe was drinking tea in a 
large company, on the door being opened, 
a ſmall Italian grevw-haund walked into the 
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drawing room. She happened to be ſeated 
near the miltreſs of dog, who was making 
tea: the dog, thereſore, walked toward her, 
4 in order to be by his favourite; but upon his 
3 advancing near to her, ſhe ſudde :nly jumped 
up, without conſidering what the was about, 
2 overturned the water-urn, the hot iron of 
which rolling ont, ſet fire to her cloaths, 
= which inſtantly Diaz Ps being only mullin, 
and burnt her artns, face, and neck, molt 
dlreadfully: the was fo much 4.1rt as to be 
obliged to be put immediately to-bed; nor 
did the recover enough to go abroad for many 
months. Now though every body was forr 
W ior her ſuferings, who could pollbly help 
blaming her for her ridiculous behaviour? as 
Wit was entirely owing to her own folly, that 
W ſhe was fo hurt. When ſhe was talked to 
upon the ſubject, ſhe pleaded for her excuſe, 
that he was fo frighrtercd, ſhe did not know 
what ihe did, nor Whi ther ſhe was going; but 
las ſhe thought that the dog was coming to her, 
ſhe could not Help wg ing up, to get out of 
bis way, © Now wha ridiculous arguing was 
this! Why cold not he peib it? And if the 
dog had really been going to her, what harm 
would it have done? Could ſhe fappoſe that 
the lady whoſe houſe ſhe was at, would 
| B 2 have 
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have ſuffered a beaſt to walk about the houſe |# 
looſe, and go into company, if he was apt 
to bite and hurt people? Or why ſhould Þ 
ſhe think he would more injure her, than 
thole he before had paſled by? But the 
real caſe was, ſhe did not zhink at all; if“ 

ſhe had given herſelf time for that, ſhe could 
not have atted ſo ridiculouſly, Another time 


; 

Pa 

4 

5 

ol 

Df 

when ſhe was walking, from the ſame want . 
of reflection, ſhe very nearly drowned her- 
ſelf. She was paſling over a bridge, the out-“ 
tide rails of which were in fome places broken 2 


down: 
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5 
| 


i down: while ſhe was there, ſome cows, 
4 rhich a man was driving, met her: imme— 
80 diately, without minding whither ſhe went 


ſhe ſhrieked out, and at the ſame time jump- 
Zed on one fide juſt where the rail happened 
o be broken, and down ſhe fell into the river; 
mor was it without the greateſt difficulty that 
Iſhe was taken out time enough to fave her 
Wife. However, ſhe caught a violent cold and 
fever, and was again, by her own fooliſh 
ears, conkned to her bed for ſome weeks. 
Another accident ſhe once met with, which 
hough not quite ſo bad as the two former, 
et might have been attended with fatal con- 
equences. She was fitting in a window, 
„hen a waſp happened to fly toward her; ſhe 
aſtily drew back her . and broke the 
Pane of glaſs behind her, ſome of which 
uck in her neck. It bled prodigiouſty; but 

n ſurgeon happily being preſent, made ſome 
application to it, which prevented its being 
ollowed with any other ill effects, than only 
few days weakneſs, occaſioned by the lols 

df blood. Many other misfortunes of the 
ke kind ſhe frequently experienced; but 
hel which I have now related, may ſerve to 
onvince you how extremely abſurd it is for 
\eople to give way to, and indulge themſelves 
n tuch groundleſs apprehenhens; and by 
B 3 being 
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being afraid, where there is no danger, ſub- 


ject themſelves to real misfortunes, and moſt 


fatal accidents. And if being afraid of cave, Þ 
digs, and waſps, (all of which if they pleaſe, 2 
can certainly hurt us) is fo ridiculous, What 
muſt be the folly of thoſe people who are 
terrified at a little filly Mauſe, which never 


was known to hurt any body. 


Here the converſation was interrupted by 8 
the entrance of ſome gentlemen and ladies; 
and we, having enjoyed a very fine repalt un- 


der one of the chairs during the time that the 
mother and daughter had held the above dii- 


courſe, on the chairs being removed for jome | 
of the viſitors to fit upon,. we thought it belt | 


to retire ; highly pleaſed with our meal, and 
not leſs with the kind good-will which the 
Hey had (we thought) expreſſed toward. us. 

e related to our brother Brighteyes all that 
had paſled, and aflured him, he had no rea- 
ſon to apprehend any danger from yenturing 


himſelf with us. Accordingly he promiſed, þ 
if ſuch was the caſe, that the next time we 
went and found it ſafe, if we would return 
back and call him, he would certainly ac- Hi 


company us. In the mean time, do pray 
Nimble, ſaid he, addreiling himſelf to me, 
come with me to ſome other place, for I long 
to taſte ſome more delicate food than our mo- 
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ther has provided for us; beſide, as perhaps it 
t 7 may be a long while before we ſhall be ſtrong 
„ enough to bring any. thing away with us, 
we had better leave that, in caſe we ſhould 
t ever be prevented from going abroad to ſeek 
e for freſh ſupplies. Very true, replied I, what 
r you ſay is quite juſt and wiſe, therefore I will 
with all my heart attend you now, and ſee 
what we can find, So ſaying, we began to 
climb; but net without much difficulty, for 
very frequently the bits of mortar which we 


ce ſtepped upon gave way beneath our feet, 
l- ml tumbled us down together with it lower 
< W than when we ſirſt let off. However, as we 
ſt were very. light, we were not much hurt by 


our falls; only indeed, poor Brighteyes, by 
endeavouring to ſave himſelf, caught by his 
nails ona rafter, and tore one of them from off 
his right fore- foot, which was very fore, and 
inconvenient. At length we ſurmounted all 
difficulties, and, invited by a ſtrong ſcent of 
d, Eplum-cake,' entered a cloſet, where we found 
e Ma fine large one, quite whole and: entire, 
n We immediately ſet about making our way 
c- Minto it, which we ealily effected, as it was 
yy moſt deliciouſly nice, and not at all hard to 
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ig Brightezes, who had not before partaken of 
o- the bird-ſeed, was overjoyed at the figitt. He 
er almoſt 
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almoſt forgot the pain of his foot, and ſoon 
buried himſelf withinſide the cake; whilit I, 
who had pretty well ſatisfied my hunger be- 
fore, only ate a few of the crumbs, and then 
went to take a ſurvey of the adjoining apart- 
ment. I creyt ſoſtly under the door of the 
cloſet into a rcom, as large as that which I | 
had before been in, though not ſo elegantly i 
furniſhed : for inſtead of being covered with 
a carpet, there was only a ſmall one round a 
bed; and near the fire was a cradle, with a | 
cleanly looking woman fitting by it, rocking | 
it wich her foot, whilſt at the ſame time ſhe E 
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was combing the head of a. little boy about 
Jour years old, In the middle of the room, 
I es a table covered with a great deal of lit- 
ter; and in one corner was the little girl 
5 whom I had before ſeen with her mamma, 
crying and ſobbing as if her heart would 
break. As I made not the leaſt noiſe at my 
entrance, no one obſerved me for ſome time; 
10 creeping under one of the beds, 1 heard 
2 the following diſcourle. 

It does not ſignify, Miſs, ſaid the woman, 
who I found was the children's nurſe, I never 
zwill put up with ſuch behaviour: you 
Know that I always do every thing for you 
when you ſpeak prezzily; but to be ordered to 
| Uareſs you in ſuch a manner, is what I never 
ill ſubmit to; and you ſhall go wndreſed all 
day before I will dreſs you, unleſs you will 
gaſk me as you ezght to do. Narcy made no 
reply; but only continued crying, Aye! you 
may cry and fob as much as you pleaſe, ſaid 
the nurſe; J do not care for that: I ſhall not 
Adres you for crying and waring, but for being 
good, and ſpeaking with civility, Juſt as ſhe 
5 laid theſe words, the door opened, and in 
came the lady whom I before ſaw, and whole 
name I afterwards found was Artleſs. As 
oon as ſhe entered the nurſe addreſſed her, 
Y | Ping, Pens, Madam, is it by your _ 
1a 


as 
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that Miſs Nancy behaves ſo rudely, and bids 
me dreſs her directly, and change the bnckles q 
in her ſhoes, or elſe fhe wil! lap my face ? 
| indeed ſhe did give me a {lap upon my hand; i 
ſo I told her, that. I would not dreis her at 
all; for really, Madam, I thought you w ould | 
not wiſh me-to do it, whilſt ſhe behaved % 
and I took the liberty of putting her to ſtand 
in the corner. I do not think, rep lied Mrs. 
Artl:/5, that ſhe deſerves to and in the re 1 
at all, or in the Hoſe either, if ſhe behaves in| 
that manner: if ſhe does not ſpeak civilly when 
ſhe wants to be aſſiſted, let her go without, 
Help, and ſee what will become of her then. 1 
am quite aſhamed of you, Nancy!“ I could pot, 
have thought you would bchave fo; but {incey 
you have, I promiſe that you ſat! not be 
dreſſed to-day, or have any aſſiſtance given] 
you, uncels you ſpeak in a very different 
manner. | 
Whilſt Mrs. Aries was talking Nurſe 
went out of the room, Mrs. 1-1-7 then took a 
her ſeat by the cradle, and looking into it, 
found the child Wake, and I ſaw her abe ou 
out a fine little girl about five months ofd :| 
ſhe then continued her diſcourſe, ng 
look here Naxcy, look at this little baby, fee 
how unable it is to help itſelf, were we toe 
neglect attending to it, What do you think”. 
would} 
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od become of it? Su pole I were now to 
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ut your ſiſter upon the floor, and there leave 
her, tell me what do you think ſhe could do, 


or what would become of her? 


Nancy ſobbed out, that ſhe would die. And 
pray, my dear, continued Mrs. Artleſs, if we 


4 ere to leave gen to yourſelf, what would be- 


ome of you? It is true you talk, and run 


. bout better than Polly, but not a 'bit better 


ould you provide he” or take care of Yours 


elf. Could you buy, or dreſs your own 
99 fucks ? could you light your own fire? 
kould you clean your owu houſe, or open 


end ſhut the doors and windows? Could 


1 ou make your own cloaths, or even put 
hem on without ſome aſſiſtance, when 
ade? And who do you think will do any 
hing for you, if you are not good, and do 


ot ſpeak civilly? Not 7, I promiſe you, 
heither ſhall nurſe, or any of the ſervants 


For though I pay them wages to. help to do 
my buſineſs for me, I never want them to do 
Iny thing, unleſs they are deſired in a pretty 
Hanner. Should you like, if when I want 
zou to pick up my ſci ſſars, or do any little 


bb, I were to ſay, pick 2 my ſeiffars this mo- 


N ont, or { will flap you face? Should not 


u think that it ſounded very cm, and diſ- 


e 5 
T es, 
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4 


Yes, madam, replied Nancy. Then why, 
rejoined Mrs. Artle/s, ſhould you ſpeak croſs 
to any body, particularly to /ervants and MF: 
poor people? for to behave ſo to them, is not M1 
only crofs, but infoleunt and proud: it is as if 

t 


2 


s 


you thought that becauſe they are rather 
poorer, they are not as good as yourſelf, WF! 
whereas I aſſure you, poverty makes no diffe- 
rence in the merit of people; for thoſe only 
are deſerving ef reſpect who are truly goed; 
and a beggar who is wirtuous, is far better 
than a prince who is avicked, I was prevented 


from hearing any more of this very juſt dis- 
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courſe, by the little boy's opening the door 
oss and letting in a cat, which though it was the 
1d firſt that I had ever ſeen in my life, I was cer- 
tain was the ſame deſtructive animal to our 


race, which I had frequently heard my mo- 
Zther deſcribe. I therefore made all poſſible 
haſte back to the cloſet, and warning Bright- 
eyes of our danger, we inſtantly returned by 
the ſame way which we came, to our two 
brothers, whom we found waiting for us, and 
wondering at our long abſence. We related 
to them the dainty cheer which we had met 
with, and agreed to conduct them thither in 
the evening. Accordingly, as ſoon as it grew 
towards duſk, we climbed up the wall, and 
all four together attacked the plum-cake, 
which no one had touched ſince we left it: but 
ſcarcely had we all ſeated ourſelves round it, 
then on a ſudden the cloſet door opened, and 
a woman entered, Away we all ſcampered as 
faſt as poſſible, but poor Brigbteyes, who 
ould not move quite fo faſt on account of 
his ſore toe, and who likewiſe having advanc- 
d farther into the cake, was diſcovered before 
ge could reach the crack by which we entered, 
'he woman, who had a knife in her hand, 
ſtruck at him with it, at the ſame time ex- 
laiming, Bleſs me nurſe, here 1s a mouſe in 
he cloſet ! Happily ſhe miſſed her aim, and 
Vol. I. C he 
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he only received a ſmall wound on the tip o 
His tail, Thus interruption ſadly alarmed us 
ard it was above an hour before we could 
have courage to venture back, when finding 
every thing quiet, except Mrs. nurſe's ſinging 
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Early in the morning I waked, and calling 
my brothers, we all marched forward, and 
ſoon arrived at the delightful cake, wheieh 
we highly enjoyed ourſelves without the leaſt 
diſturbance, till our gere were fully ſatis 
fied, We then retired, and took a little run 
round ſome other parts of the houſe, but mei 
with nothing worth relating. At noon, ve 
again made our way into the cloſet, intend# 
ing to dine on the diſh on which we breaks 
faſted ; but, to our no ſmall mortification, the 
delic ous dainty was removed. This you 
may be ſure was a ſad diſappointment ; yet 
as we were not extremely hungry, we had} 
time to look about for more. We were not! 
long in finding it, for upon the ſame ſhelf 
from which the cake was removed, there wail 
| a round 
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round tin box, the lid of which was not 
1s, uite cloſe ſhut down, into this we al] crept, 
nd were highly regaled with ſome nice lumps 
pf ſugar-—But it would be endleſs to enume- 
Fate all the various repaſts which we met with 
In this cloſet, fometimes terrified by the en- 
france of people, and ſometimes comfortably 
enjoying ourlelves without alarm: it is ſuffi- 
tient -to inform you, that unmindful of our 
Mnother's advice, we continued to live upon 
he contents of the ſame cupboard for above 


week; when, one evening, as we Were as 


inj!ſual haſtening to find our ſuppers, S:fdraun, 
nd@&vho happened to be firſt, ran eagerly- to a 
eieſpiece of cheeſe which he ſaw hanging before 
ali him. Come along, ſaid he, here is ſome nice 
tis rheeſe, it ſmells moſt delightfully good! Juft 
runs he ſpoke theſe words, before any of us 
nei tame up to him, a little wooden door on 
we {udden dropped down, and h.d him and the 
nd&W@hecle from our fight, | | 

ak It is impoliible to deſcribe our confſter- 
the ation and furprize upon this occaſion, which. 


Avas reatly increaſed when we advanced near 


vel the place, at ſeeing him {through ſome liitle 
had» ire bars) conhned in a {mall box, without any 
noi fiſible way for him to get out, and hearing 
nell bim in the moſt moving accents bez us to 


iht him in procuring bis liberfy, We all 
. | C 2 | ran 
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ran round, and round, his place of confine- 
ment ſeveral times, but not the leaſt crack 
or opening could we diſcover, except e 3 
the bars, which being of iron it was impoſſ- IF | 
ble for us to break or bend. At length we 
determined to try to gnaw through the wood: 
work cloſe at the edge, which being already | 


ſome little diſtance from one of the bars, we 
hoped, by making the 2 a little wider 
he would eſcape: accordingly we all began, 
he on the inſide, and we all on the out, and 
by our diligence had made ſome very conſi- 


derable progreſs, when we were interrupted þ 


by the entrance. of Mrs. nurſe with the child 
in her arms. 

Upon the ſight of her, though much griev- 
ed to leave our brother in his diſtreſs, yet 
fearing inſtant death would be the fate of all 


of us if we ſtaid, to preſerve our own ex- 
iſtence, we retired as quick as poſſible, but 


not without her ſeeing ſome of us, for we 


heard her ſay to herſelf, or the babe in her 
arms, I declare this cloſet {warm with 
mice, they ſpoil every thing one puts here, 
Then taking up the box in which was poor! 
Softdown (and which I afterwards learned was 


called a trap) ſhe carried it into the room: I 


crept ſoftly after her, to ſee what would be 


the fate of my beloved brother, But what 
| words| 


* 
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vor. ls can expreſs my horror, when I ſaw her 
: pra. it in one hand Sth to the candle 
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1 Bwhilſt in the other ihe held the child, FE 
c to her with the utmoſt compoſure, and bidding 
it her to look at the monfy  monſy / 

e What were the actions or ſenſations of 
er poor Softdoaon at that dreadful moment I 
hE know not, but my own anguiſh, which it is 
e. impoſlible to deſcribe, was ſtill augmented 
or every moment by ſeeing her ſhake the trap 
as almoſt toplyrur vy, then blow through the trap 
IZat one end, at which times I ſaw the dear 
be creature” Ss' tail come out between the wires on 
at the contrary fide, as he was ſtriving, I ſuppole, 


ds G2. to 
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to retreat from her. At length, after ſhe had 
thus tortured him for ſome time, ſhe ſet the 
trap on the table, ſo cloſe to a large fire, that | 
I am ſure he muſt have been much incom- | 


moded by the heat, and began to undreſs her 
child. 8 


Then hearing ſomebody go by the door, . 


ſhe called out, Who is there? Is it you Betiy? 
if it is, I wiſh you would come and take down 


the moule trap, for IJ have caught one. 
Betty inſtantly obeyed her call, and deſired to 


know what ſhe wanted, I want you to take 
down the mouſe trap, ſhe replied, for I can- 
not leave the child, I am glad that I have 


got it, I am ſure, for the cloſet ſwarms %, 


there is no ſuch thing as bearing it. They 
devour every thing. I declare they have 


eaten up a whole pound of ſugar, which coſt 


me eleven-pence, ſugar is now ſo monfiroyſly 


dear ! Indeed the man made a favour to let me 


have it for that, only he ſaid as our family 
were good cuſtomers, and I was but a ſervant, 
he would take no more. And enough too IL 
thought it was, to have only a penny back 
in change out of a whole ſhilling for one 
pound of ſugar; and then to think of the 


poiſan mice to have it all; but I will break 


their filthy necks. Do Beth, pray take tbe 
trap down, and return with it as ſoon as you 
can, 
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can, and I will ſet it again: for I dare ſay I 
ſhall catch another before I go to-bed, ſor I 
heard ſome more ruſtling among the things. 
O lau replied Betty, 
that J will take down the trap, do you? I 
would not touch it for twenty pounds. I am 
always frightened, and ready to die at the 
fight of a mouſe. Once when I was a girl, 
I had one thrown in my face, and ever ſince L 
have always been ſcared out of my wits at 
them, and if ever I fee one running looſe, as 
did one night in the cloſet below ſtairs, 
where the candles are kept, I /cream, as if I 
was being killed. Why then, an{wered nurſe, 
I think that you behave like à great fool, for 
what harm could a mouſe do to you? O la? 
I hate them, returned ſhe, and then ran away 
without the trap, Greatly was I rejoiced at 
her departure, as I yrs that bo ſome 
mean, Sefideaun might. ſtill be able to make 
his eſcape. But alas! no ſuch good fortune 
attended him, Some perſon again paſſing the 
door, nurſe once more called out, Who is 
there ? John, is it you? Tes, replied a man's 


voice. Then do juſt ſtep in, will you, for 


a moment ? rejoined Mrs. nurſe, and inſtant - 
ly entered a man whom 1 had never before 
ſeen, What do you want, nurſe ? ſaid he. 


21 only want to get rid of this mouſe, returned 


az 


ou do not think 


7 
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ſhe; and do you know Betty is ſuch a ſool ol 
that ſhe is afraid of taking ii, and I want the d 
trap to ſet again, for they [warm here like v 
bees in a hr we, one can have no peace for in 
them; they devour and ſpoil every thing; 1 
fay ſomati mes, that 1 believe they will cat ze 
uy at laſt. W. hilſt the was {aying this, 7057 
teœok the trap in hs hand, held it up once 
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j more to the candle, then taking a piece of 
1 thread out of a paper that lay bound round 
hl with a' dirty: blue 15 upon the table, he 
1 -ſngok-the trap about tiH he got my brother's 
1 taib thiough the wires, when catc! ing hold 
1 of 
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of it he tied the thread tight round it, and 
dragged him by it to the door of the trap, 
vuhich he opened and took him out, ſuſpend- 
= ing the weight of his body upen his tail. 
| Siftdeawn, who till the thread was tied 
had patiently continued perfectly quiet, could 
no longer ſupport the pain without diſmal 
| cries of anguiſh ; he ſqueaked as loud as his 
little throat would let him, exerting at the 
ſame time the utmoſt of his ſtrength, to diſ- 
engage himſelf, But in ſuch a poſition, with 
his head downward, in vain were all his 
efforts to procure relief; and the barbarous 
| monſter who held him, diſcovered not the 
ſmalleſt emotions of pity for his ſufferings. 
O! how at that moment did I abhor my own 
= exiſtence, and wiſh that I could be endowed 
with ſize and ſtrength ſufficient, at once both 
to reſcue him, and ſeverely puniſh his tor- 
mentors, But my wiſh was ineffectual, and. 
I had the inexpreſſible affliction of ſeeing the 
{ inhuman wretch hold him down upon the 
| hearth, whilſt, without remorſe, he cruſhed: 
him beneath his foot, and then careleſsly 
kicked him into the aſhes, ſaying, There! 
the cat will ſmell it out when ſhe comes up. 
My very blood runs cold within me at the 
recolledction of ſeeing Softdown's as it ſpirted 
from beneath the monſter's foot; whilſt the 
| craunch 
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czaunch of his bones almoſt petriſied me with 
horror. At length, however, recollecting the 
impoſſibility of reſtoring my beloved brother 
to life, and the danger of my own lituation, 
JT, with trembling feet, and a palpitating 
heart, crept ſoftly CE to my remaining two 
brothers, who impatiently were expecting me 
behind the cloſet. 1 here I related to them the 
harrid ſcene which had paſſed before my eyes, 
whilſt the anguiſh that it cauſed in their gen- 
tle boſoms far exceeds my power to deſcribe. 
After having mingled our lamentations for 
{ome time, I thus addreſſed them, We have 
3 this 
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this night, my brothers, taſted the ſevereſt 
afflition in the cruel death of our dear bro- 
ther, companion, and friend: let us not, 
however, only our his loſs, but alſo gather 
wiſdom from our misfortune, and return to 
that duty which we have hitherto neglected. 
Recollett, my dear friends, what were the laſt 
words which our good mother ſpoke to us at 
parting. She charged us upan no account, 
for no temptation whatever, to return fre- 
quently to the ſame place: if we did, ſhe- 
fore warned us that death and ruin would cer- 
tainly await us. But in What manner have we 
obeycd this her kind advice? We have not 
even ſo much as once recollected it ſince ſhe 
left us; or, if we thought of it for a moment, 


we fooliſhly d:/þied it as unneceſſary. Now, 


therefore, we ſeverely feel the conſequence of | 


. 


our diſobedience; and, though our ſufferings 
are moſt diſtreſſing, yet we mult confeſs, m& 


1 we amply deſerve them. Let us, therefore, 


my brothers, inſtantly fly from a place which 


has already coſt us the life of our beloved 


3 Softdown, left we ſhould all likewiſe fall a ſa- 


2 
= 
by 
: 
j 
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crifice to our diſobediencę. - And here the 
writer cannot forbear obſerving how juſt were 
the reflections of the mouſe on the crime which 
they had been guilty of; and begs every 
reader will be careful to remember the fatal 

| | conſequences 
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conſequences that attended their diſobedience tl 
of their mother's advice, ſince they may be al 
aſſured that equal, if not the ſame misfortune, | d 
will always attend thoſe who refuſe to v 
pay attention to the advice of their pa- ti 
rents, But to return to the hiſtory. —To this cc 
. continued the Mouſe, my brothers ti 
readily agreed, and we directly deſcended be- L 
tween the wainſcot to the place we were in, 80 
When we diſcovered the crack that led us to le 
the room in which we feaſted on bird-ſeed. d 
Here we determined to wait, and when the t 
family were all quiet in bed to go forth in Wat 
ſearch of proviſion, as we began to be rather 
hungry, not having caten any thing a long 
while. Accordingly. we ſtaid till after the 
clock ſtruck twelve, when peeping out, We 
ſaw that the room was empty: we then ven- 
tured forth, and found ſeveral ſeeds, though 
pot enough to afford a veryxample meal to 
three of us. | 5 
After we had cleared the room, we again | 
returned to our hiding place, where we con- 
tinued till after the family had finiſhed their 
breakfaſt ; they then all went to take a walk 
in the garden, and we ſtepped out to pick up 
the crumbs which had fallen from the table. 
Whilſt we were thus employed at a diſtance 
from cur place of retreat we were alarmed 10 . 
1 the 


S &, "= % F - 


ed, Some mice! Some mice! and at the ſame 
time took off their hats and threw at us. 
Longiail happily eluded the blow, and ſafely 


leis fortunate; and though we for a conſi— 
derable time, by our quickneſs, prevented 
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the entrance of two boys, who appeared to be 


about twelve or thirtcen years of age. We 


direct'y ran toward the crack, but alas! we 
were not quick enough to eſcape their obterva- 
tion; for lecing us, they both at once exclain- 


got home; but poor Brighteyes and myſelf were 


their caiching us, at length, being much diſ- 
abied by a blow that one of them gave me 
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with a book which he threw at me, I was | 
unable any longer io run, and hobbling veryß 
lowly acroſs the room he picked me up. At 


0 


the ſame moment, Brightcyes was fo entangled[ 
in a handkerchief which the other boy tolledſl oy 
over him, that he likewiſe was taken priſoner, ; 65 
Our little hearts now beat quick with fear oft nh 
thoſe tortures we expected to receive: nor Kur 
were our apprehenſions leſſened, by hearing % 
the boys conſult what they would ds with us, ry 
I. ſaid one, will throw mine into the pond, MM. 
and fee how it will ſwim out again. And! 11 
{aid the other, will keep mine and tame it, = 
But where will you keep it? inquired his ye 


companion. O! replied he, I will keep it 
under a little pan, till I can get a houſe made 
for it. He then, holding me by the ſkin at. 
the back of my neck, ran with me into. D 
the kitchen to fetch a pan. Here I was not '2 
only threatened with death by three or four offi 8 


inc 
the ſervants, who all blamed Maſter Peter for 1 
keeping me, but likewiſe two or three cats it 

en 
came round him, rubbing themſelves back-“ ne 


ward and ſorward againſt his legs, and then) 
ſtanding up on their hind feet, to ende avour lin 
to mak» themſelves high enough to reach me. Jin, 
At laſt, taking a pan in his hand, he returned 
to his brother with one of the cats following Itea 
him, Immediately upon our entrance the hy , 

| 0 
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J oy exclaimed, O! now I know what I will 


| 


O . 
alt teach the cat We for it. No ſooner did 


this thought preſent itſelf han it was put into 
practice; and I again was obliged to ſuſtain 
the ſhocking ſlighit of a brother put to the tor- 
ture. I, in the nean time, was placed upon 
o[Mthe table, with a pan-put over me, in which 
Where was à ſmall crack, ſo that I could ſee, 
Bas well as hear all that paſſed ; and from this 
place it was that I beheld my beloved Bright- 
eyes ſuſpended at the end of a ſtring by his 
tail; one while ſwinging backward and for- 
ward, at another pulled up and down, then 
ſuffered to feel his feet on the ground, and 
again ſuddenly ſnatched up as the cat advanc- 
Fed, then wilted round and round. as faſt as 
>0ilible at the full length of the ſtring: in 
hort it is impoilible to deſcribe all his ſuffer- 

zs of bod, or my anguiſh of mind. At 
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them, by the entrance of a goniteman booted 
and ſpurred with a Whip in his hand. What 


— 


1 in the world, Carles“ ſaid he, as he came 
in, arc you about? What have you got there ? 
1 1 Only a moulc, Sir, replied the boy. He is 
1 teachin; the cat to jump, Sir, laid Peter, 
1 that is all. 

'| 


D 2 Brighteyes 


do: I will tie a piece of ſtring to his tail, and 


length a moſt dreadful concluſion was put to 
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Brig hteyes then gave a freſh ſqueak from 
the violence of lus 


pain. 


then turning haſtily round, exclaimed eagerly, 


What is it alive? Yes, Sir, faid the boy. 
And how can you, you n raughty, crud 
boy, replied the gemleman, take delight in 
thus tormeriting a little are that never i 
did you any injury ? Put it down this moment, | 
{aid he, at. the fame time giving him a levere [| 
{troke with his horſe— whip 10 1015 that hand by | 
which he held my brother: 
and again repeating the blow, 


Let it 50 directly, 
lie boy. let go 


the ſtring, and Brighteyes fell t to the ground ; 
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and was inſtantly ſnapped up by the cat, who 
* growling ran away with him in her mouth; 
and, I ſuppoſe, put a concluſion to his miſe- 
ries and life together, as I never from that 
moment have heard any account of him, 
* As ſoon as he was thus taken out of the 
room, the gentleman ſat down, and taking 


hold of his ſon's hand, thus addreſſed him, 
| 


C oh 
Cbarles, 1 had a much better opinion of 
you, than to ſuppoſe that you were capable 
9 EE) 8 >a „ 0 . 
ol fo much cruelty. What right, I deſire to 


2 know, have you to torment any living crea- 
ture? If it is only becaule you are larger, 
and ſo have it in your power, I beg you will 
2 conſider, how you would like, that either my- 
2 ſelf, or ſome great giant, as much larger 
than you as you are bigger than the moule, 
ſhould hurt and torment you? And 1 promiſe 
you, the {malleſt creature can feel as acutely 
as you; nay, the ſmaller they are, the more 
ſuſceptible are they of pain, and the ſooner 
they are hurt: a leſs touch will kill a Fy than 
aà2 man, conlequently a leſs wound will cauſe 
it pain; and the mouſe which you have now 
been ſwinging by the tail juſt above the cat's 
mouth, has not, you may allure yourlelf, 
2 ſuffered leſs torment, or fright, thaw” you 
would have done, had you been ſuſpended by 
your leg either over water, which woul L 
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drown you, or over ſtones, where if you fell 
vou muſt certainly be daſhed to pieces. And 
yet yon could take % in thus torturing 
and diſtreſſing a poor inoffenhve animal. Fie 
upon it C Carles! fie upon it! I thought. you 
had been a better boy, and not ſuch a cruc/, 
navghty, evicked fellow. Wicked . repeated 
the boy, I do not think that I have been at 
al: ewicked, But I think you have been ex- 
tremely fo, replied his father; every action 
that is crutl, and gives pain to azy living 
creature is wicked: and is a ſure ligu of a bad 
heart. I never knew a man, who was cruel 
to animals, kind and compaſſionate towards 
his fellow creatures : he might not, perhaps, 
treat them in the ſame ſhocking manner, be- 

cauſe the laws of the land would ſeverely 

puniſh him if he did; but if he is reſtrained 
En bad actions bv no Bieler motive than only 
fear of preſent puniſbment, his goodneſs can- 
not be very great, A good man, Charles, 
always takes delight in conferring happineſs 

on all around him; nor would he offer the 
ſmalleſt injury to _— meaneſt inſect that was 
capable of feeling. m ſure, faid the boy, 
J have often ſeen you | La watps, and ſpiders 
too; and it was but laſt week that you bought 
a mouſe-tra;) „ourſelf to catch mice in, al- 
though you are ſo angry now with nie. And 
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pray, reſumed his father, did you ever ſee 
me zorment, as well as kill them? Or did I 
ever keep them in pain one moment longer 


than neceſſary? I am not condemning peo- 


ple for Killing vermin and animals, provided 


they do it expeditiouſly, and put them to 


death with as little pain as po{hble ; but it is 
puttipg them to needleſs torment and mile 


: that I ſay is wicked. Had you deitroyed the 
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moule with one blow, or rather given it to 


ſomebody elſe to deſtroy it, (for I ſhould not 


think a tender-hearted boy, would delight in 
ſich operations himſelf) I would not have 
condemned you ; but to keep it hanging the 
whole weight of its body upon its tail, to 
ſwing it about, and by that, to hold it terriſy- 


ing over the cat's jaws, and to take pleaſure 


in hearing it ſqueak, and ſeeing it ſtruggle 
for liberty, is ſuch zmarly, ſuch deteſtable 


| cruelty as calls for my utmoſt indignation, 


and avhorrence. 

But ſince you think pain ſo very trifling an 
evil, try, Charks, how you like Hat, ſaid he, 
giving him at the ſame time ſome ſevere 
itrokes with his horle-whip. The boy then 


: cried, and called out, I do not like it at all, 


I do not like it at all. Neither did the ee, 
replied his father, like at all to be tied to a 


ſtring, and ſwung about by his tail: he did 


not 
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not Ie it, and told you ſo in the language which 
you perfectly well underſtood ; but you would 


not attend to his cries: you thought it plea- 


fant to hear it ſqueak, becauſe your were big- 
ger, and did not feel its torture. I now am 
bigger than hon, and do not feel yorr pain, I 
Q 2 « 5 
therefore ſhall not yet leave off; as I hope it 
Will teach you not to torment any thing ano- 
ther time, Juſt as he ſaid theſe words, the 
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boy, in endeavouring to avoid his whip, ran 


againſt the table on which I was placed, and 
happily threw down the pan that confined me, 
1 inſtantly 
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I inſtantly ſeized the opportunity, jumped 


down, and once more eſcaped to the little 


hole by which I firſt entered. There I ſound 


my now andy brother waiting for me, and was 


again under the dreadful neceſiity of paining 
his tender heart with a recital of the ſufferings 
which I had been witneſs to in our dear 
Brightepes, as well as the imminent danger 1 
myicit had been expoſed to. And ſurcly, 
ſaid I, we have again drawn this evil upon 
ourſelves, by our diſobedience to our mother's 
advice; ſhe, doubtleſs, intended that we 
ſhould not continue in the ſame houſe long 
together; whereas, from the day of her leav- 
ng us, we have never been in any other but 
this, which has occaſioned us ſuch heavy afflic- 
tions; therefore, upon no account, let us 
continue another night under this roof; 
but as ſoon as the evening begins to grow dark 
enough to conceal us from the obſervation of 


any one, we Will ſet off, and ſeek a lodging. 
in ſome other place; and ſhould any masfor- . 


tune befal us in our paſſage, we ſhall at lealt 
have the conſolation of thinking, that we 
were doing our duty, by following the advice 
of our parent, It is true, ſaid my brother, we 
have been greatly to blame, for the future we 
will be more careful of our conduct: but do, 
my dear Nimb/e, continued he, endeavour to 

compole 
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compole yourſelf, and take a little reſt, after 
the pain and fatigue which you have gone 


through, otherwiſe you may be ſick, and 


what will become of me, if any miſchict ſhould 
befal you, I ſhall then have no brother to 
converle with, no friend to adviſe me what to 
do. Here he ſtopped, overpowered with his 
grief for the loſs of our two murdered bro- 
thers, and with his tender foi:citude fur iy 
welfare. I endeavoured all in my power to 
comfort him, and faid, I hoped that. I ſhould 
ſoon recover the bruiſes wich I had received 
both from the boy's hat and book, s well as 
the pinches in my neck from his finger . 
thumb, by which he held me, and pi romiſed 
to compoſe myſelf. This promiſe 1 fulbllex. 
by endeavouring to ſleep, but the ſcene that 
1 nad ſo lately been witneſs to, was too freih 
in my imagination to ſuffer me to cloſe my 
eyes: however, I kept ior ſome time quiet. 

The reſt of the day we ſpent in almoſt total 
filence, havipg no ſpirits for converſation : 
our hearts being almoſt broken with ans iſh, 
When it grew "Coward evening We agr — 5 o 
find our way out of that deteſted houſe, and 
ſeek for ſome other habitation, which might 


be more propitious. But wee found more dif— 


ficulty in this undertaking W we were at all 
aware of: for though we could with tolerable 
cale go from room to room «vithin the houſe ; 
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7 till, when we attempted to quit it, we found 
it every way ſurrounded with ſo thick a brick 
! wall, that it was impoſſible for us to make our 
way through it; we therefore run round and 
round it ſeveral times, ſearching for ſome lit- 
” tle crevice through which we might eſcape; 
but all to no purpoſe, not the leaſt crack 
could we diſcover, and we might have conti- 


nued there till this time, had we not at 


length, after the family were all in bed, re- 
' ſolved to venture through one of the apart- 
ments into the hall, and ſo creep out under 
| the houſe door. But the dangers we expoſed 
© ourſelves to in this expedition were many and 
great; we knew that traps were ſet for us 
about the houſe, and where they might chance 
to be placed we could not tell. I had tkewiſe 
been eye witneſs to not leſs than four cats, 
who might, for ought we knew to the contra- 
ry, at that hour of darkneſs be prowling in 
| ſearch of ſome of our unhappy ſpecies. 

But, in ſpite of every difficulty and hazard, 
we determined to venture rather than continue 
in oppoſition to our mother's commands, and 
| to reward our obedience, we eſcaped with 
! trembling hearts, unobſerved, at leaſt unmo- 
leſted by any one, And now, for the firſt 
time ſince our birth, we found ourſelves ex- 
poſed to the inclemency of the weather, The 
| night 
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night was very dark and tempeſtuous, the | 


rain poured down in torrents, and the wind 
blew {o exceedingly high, that low upon the 
ground as we were, it was with difficulty that 
we could keep our legs: added to which, 
every ſtep we took, we were in water up to 
our ſtomachs. In this wretched condition we 
knew not which way to turn ourſelves, or 
where to ſcek for ſhelter. The ſpattering of 
the rain, the howling of the wind, together 
with the rattling and ſhaking of the trees, all 
contributed to make ſuch a noiſe, as rendered 
it impoſlible for us to hear whether any dan- 


ger was approaching us or not, 
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| f In this truly melancholy ſituation we waded 
on for a conſiderable time, till at length we 
reached a ſmall houſe, and very eaſily gained 
! admittance through a pretty large hole on one 
ide of the e Moſt heartily did we re- 
joice at finding ourſelves once more under 
| ſhelter from the cold and rain, and for ſome 
| time only buſted ourſelves in drying our hair, 
which was as thoroughly wet, as if we had 
* ſerved as the boy thre N my brother 

| Briehteyes, and we had really been drawn 
Ac a pond. Alter we had done this, 
and had a little reſted ourſelves, we began to 
look about in ſearch of food, but we could 
ind nothing, except a few crumbs of bread 
and cheeſe in a man's coat pocket, and a 
icce of tallow candle {tuck on the top of a 
tinder-box. This however, though not ſuch 
delicate eating as we had been uled to, yet 
E icrved to ſat isſy our prelent hunger, and we 
had juſt finiſhed the candle, when we were 
greatly alarmed by the hight of a human hand 
(or we mice can {ce a little in the dark) 

feeling about the very chair on which we 
ſtood. We jumped down in an inſtant, and 
hid ourſelves in a little hole behind a black 
run that ſtood in one corner of the room. 
We then heard very diſtinttly a man ſay _ Il! 
Leih, did not you put the candie by the bed- 
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file? Yes, that I am very ſure I did, repl:e 
a female voice. I thought fo, anſwered the A 
man, but J am ſure it is not here now. Ton! £2 
Tom! Tom! continued he, What father, re. wi 
plied a boy ſtarting up, what 1s the matter? ie 
Why do you know any thing of the candle? [ "$0 
cannot find it, my dear, and I want it ſad - 


ly, for 1 fancy it is time we ſhould up, and 70 
be jogging. Doſt know any thing of it, myfheh 


lad? Not I truly, father, faid the boy, I only 
know that I ſaw mother ſtick it in the box-Þ 1 
lid laſt night, and put it upon the chain |, 
which the ſet by the bed-ſide, after you had 

ut your clothes upon the back of it; J 
8 I {aw her put it there, ſo it muſt be 
there now I fancy. Well! J cannot find it, 
replicd the facher, fo we muſt e'en get up in 
the dark, for 1 am ſure it muſt be time. The 
father and {on then both dreſſed themſelves, 
and the man taking a ſhilling out of his poc- 
ket, laid it upon the chair, ſaying at the 2 
time, There Betty, I have left a ſhilling for 
you, take care it docs not gc after the can- 
dle, for where that is I cannot tell any moreÞ... 
than the carp at the bottom of the ſquire'sÞg n 
feſh-pond, He then unlocked the door, and Het. 
went away, accompanied by his ſon. TY 

After their departure we again came out, |. 
and took another walk round the room, _ 790 

| found] 
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Mound our way into a little cupboard which we 
head not before obſerved. Here we diſcovered 
alf a loaf of bread, a piece of cold pudding, 
e lump of falt butter, ſome ſoft ſugar in a 
„ aſon, and a fine large ſlice of bacon. On 
Bbcſe dainties we feaſted very amply, and 
agreed that we would again hide ourſelves be- 
Bind the black trunk all day, and at night, 
hen the family were in bed, return to take 
YEnother meal on the plenty of nice proviſion 
vhich we had ſo happily diſcovered, R 
Accordingly we crept back, juſt as the wo- 


1 went to fill her tea-kettle at a pump, 
Which ſtood between her houſe and the next 


eighbour's. When ſhe returned, ſhe put it 
upon the fire ſhe had jult lit, and taking a 
air of bellows in her hand, fat down to 
blow it. While ſhe was ſo employed, a young 
gentleman about ten years of age, very gen- 
celly dreſſed, entered the room, and in a fa- 
miliar ma2ner aſked her how ſhe did? 1 am 
ery well, thank you, my dear, replied ſhe, 
jand pray, maſter George, how does your mam- 
ma and papa do? and all your brothers and 
*Pilters? They are all very well, thank you, 
returned the boy, and 1 am come to bring 
you a ilice of cake, which my grandpapa gave 
me yeſterday, Then throwing his arms round 
cr neck, he went on ſaying, O! my dear, 
E 2 dear 
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dear Betty Flood, how I do love you! I would f 
do any thing in the world to ſerve you. IF , 
eee 
, Nl IN V 
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fr 
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tr 
0 
ſhall ſave all my Chriſtmas boxes to give to 2 
you, and when I am a man, I will give you Þ a 
a great deal of money. I wiſh you were ala- - 


dy, and not ſo poor. I am much oblized to 
you, my dear, ſaid ſhe, for your kind good Þ 
wiſhes, but indeed love, I am very well con- 
tented with my ſtation ; I have a goot hul- Þ 
band, and three good children, and that | 
more than many a lady can fav : and riches, | 
maſter George, unleſs people arc good, i” ö * 
thoſe 
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thoſg one lives with are kind and obliging, will 
never make any body happy. What comfort 
now do you think a body could ever have at 
Squire Stately's? I declare if it was put to my 
choice, I would rather a thouſand times be as 
I am, To be ſure they are very rich, but 
what of that? they cannot eat gold, neither 
can gold eaſe their hearts when they are 
burſting almoſt with pride and ill- nature. 
They ſay, indeed, that Madam State ly 
would be kind enough, if they would let her 
reſt ; but what with the Squire's drinking 
and {wearing, and tne young gentlemens ex- 
travagance, and her daughters pride, and 
quarrelling, ſhe is almoſt tired out of her 
lite. And lo Maſter George, | fay, I had ra- 
ther be poor Betty Flzsd, with honeſt Abraham 
for my huſband, than the fineſt lady in the 


land, if I muſt live at ſuch a rate. To be 


{are nobody can deny, but that moncy is very 
deſirable, and people that are rich can do ma- 
ny agreeable things which we poor ones can- 
not; bit yet, for all that, zaney docs not 
make people happy, Happinels, Maſter 
George, depends greatly upon peoples own 
tempers and diſpoſitions: a perſon who is 
fretful and croſs will never be happy, though 
he ſhould be made king of all Ergland, 
And a perſon who is coztented, and good- 
E 3 humoured, 


| 
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humoured, will never be wretched, though 
he ſhould be as poor as a beggar. So ne- 
ver fret yourlelf, /ve, becauſe Betty Flad 
is oon for though I am poor, I am Hong: 
and whilſt my. huſband and I are happy 
enough to be bleſſed with health, and the 
ule of our limbs, we can work for our living: 
and though we have no great plenty, ſtill we 
have ſuflicient to ſupport us; ſo pray, dear, 
eat your cake yourſelf, for I would not take 
it from you for ever ſo much, They then 
diſputed for {ome time who ſhould have 1t, at 
lait George {cufled away from her, and put it 
into the cloſet, and then nodding his head at 
her, ran away, faying, he muſt go to ſchool 
tnat moment, 

Betty Flood then ate her breakfaſt, and we 
heard her ſay /omething about naſiy nice; but 
cuobat we could not make out, as the mutter- 

ed ſoftly to herſelf. She then came to the 
trunk behind which we lay, and taking out 
of it a roll of new linen, ſat down to needle- 
work. At twelve o'clock her huſband and ſon 
returned, ſo moving her table out of the way, 
ſhe made room for them at the fire; ana fetch- 
ing the ſrying-pan dreſſed ſome raſhers of the 
nice hacon we had before taited in the cup- 
board. The boy in the mean time ſpread a 
cloth on the table, and placed the bread T | 
1 cold 
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cold pudding on it likewiſe. Then returning 
to the cloſet for their plates, he called out, 
4% Lauch father, here is a nice hunch of plum- 
cake, can you tell how it came“ Not I, in- 
y || deed Tom, replied this father, I can tell no 
e more than the carp at the bottom of the 
: | Squire's fiſh-pond. O! I will tell you, faid 


5 
85 


Mrs. Fliod, I know how it came. Do you 
| know, that dear child Maſter George Kendall 
brought it for me; he called as he went to 
E ſchool this morning. I told him, I would not 
have it, but the dear little ſoul popped it into 
{ Ue cupboard, and ran away without it. a” 
F 18 
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his little heart! I do think he is the fwecte? 


child that ever was born; you will laugh at 
me for ſaying ſo, but I am ſure I ſhould ha: e 
thought the fame, if I had 2 nurſed him 
myſelf. Indeed, replied her huſband, I do 
not laugh at you for ſaying {o, for T think ſo 
too, and ſo muſt every body who knows him; 
for when young gentlemen behave as he docs, 
every body muſt love and admire them ; there 
is nothing I would not do to help and ſerve 
that child, or any of his family, they always 
are ſo kind, and ſpeak as civilly to us poor 
folk, as if we were the firſt lords and ladics 
in the land. I am ſure, if it was needful, I 
would go through fire and water for their 
ſakes; and ſo would every man in the pariſh, 


I dare ſay, But I wonder who would do as 


much to help Squire Satehy, or any of his 
family, if it was not, that 1 ſhould, think it 
my duty, (and an honeſt man ought always to 
do that, whether he likes it or not) but J ſay, 
if it was not, that it would be my dy to help 
my fellow creatures, I would ſcarcely be at 
the trouble of ſtepping over the threfhold to 
ſerve them, they are ſuch a ſet of crojs, good- 
for-nothing gentry, I declare it was but as we 
came home to dinner now, that we {aw Mal- 
ter Sam throwing ſticks and ſtones at Dame 
Frugal's ducks, for the ſake of ſeeing them 

| waddle ; 
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waddle ; and, then, when they got to the 
pond, he ſent his dog in after them, to bark 
and frighten them out of their wits. 
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And as I came by, nothing would lerve 
hum but throwing a great Gab of mud all over 
the ſleeve of my cat. So 1 faid, Why, 
Maſter Sam, you need not have done that, I 
did rothing to offend you, and however 


amuſing you may think it to inſult poor peo- 


ple, I allure you, it is very wicked, and what 
no good perſon in the world would be guilty 
of. He then ſet up a great rade laugh, 
and I welked on and ſaid no more. 

But 
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But if all gentlefolk were to behave like 
that family, or Squire Allrulé's, I had rather 
be poor as I am, than have all their riches, if 
tat would make me att like them, Very 
true, Abraham, replied his wife, that is what 
J lay, and what I told Maſter George this 

20rning : for to be poor, if pcople do not 
become ſo through their own extravagance, is 
n dilgrace to any body, but to be hbarghty, 
cel, croſs, and miſchievous, is Aa diſgrace to 
all uno are ſo, let their rank be as exalted as 
i: 75 5 Here the converſation was interrupt- 
ed by the entrance of a man, who begged Mr. 
{z:4 to aſhſt him in unloading his cart of 
5 8 as his man was gone out, and he could 

t do it by himſelf, N ell, 1 will come and 


9 you with all my beart, ſaid Flad, and 


fo ſhall Tom | too: will YOu my lad? 1 can- 
not live w TP myſelf, and if I do not 
- aftlilt 1 Jam fare ] ſhall not deſerve any 
When L want 15 50 ſaying. he left the houſe; 
and his \\ Tag alte: cleaning, 3 PU tung in 
their E ©] ACC thoie thin 28 which had 
been uicd at dinner, again fat down to 
her ſewing. Soon after the clock had 
ſtruck fix, the man and his fon returned, 


and Ut, round the tire, they paſſed the 
evening in ig converlation, tell they went 


to-bed, Wwhic!! was a little after eight; and 


they 
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they convinced me, by their talk and beha- 
viour, that happinels in this world, depends 


far more upon the zemper and diſpoſition of 


the Heart, than upon any external poſſeſſions: 
and that @wizze, and a deſire to be zel to 
others, afford far greater ſatisfaction and peace 
of mind, than any riches and grandeur can 
poſſibly ſupply witnout fuch neceſſary qualifi- 
cations. After they were all fallen aſleep we 
crept out, and leaving the candle unmoleſted, 
winch was again placed on the tinder-bex by 
the bed-ſide, we haſtened into the cloſet 
where we regaled heartily, and devoured that 
part of the plum-cake which Fox had very 
generouſly left for his ſiſter Ply, who we 
found was expected home the next day. 

We then retired to our ſafe retreat, and 


thought we might venture to ſtay for one 


more night's proviſions without running any 


danger from our too frequent return to the 


ſame place. But in the morning we found 
our ſcheme fruftrated, for on the woman's 
going to the cloſet to get her breakfaſt, ſhe 
obſerved the robbery which we had commit- 
ted, and exclaimed, Shme teazing mice have 
found their way into the cloſet, I will borrow 
neighbour Sevewel!'s trap to-night, and catch 
joine of the little toads, that-1 will! After 
hearing this, it would have been magnels to 

| make 
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make any further attempts; we therefore 
agreed to watch for an opportunity, and eſcape 
on the very firſt that offered. Accordingly, 
avout noon, when Mrs. Flecd was buſily em- 
ployed 1 in mak! ing ſome pancakes, we ſlipped 
by her unoblerved, and crept out at the ſame 
hole by which we firſt entered. But no ſooner 
were we in the open road, than we repented 
our haſte, and w 1 that we had continued 
where we were, till the darkneſs of the night 
might better have eee us from the ob- 
ſervation of any one. Mie crept as cloſe to the 
wall of the houſe (as far as it reached, Which 
was but a few paces, as we poſſibly could, and 
then ſtepped into a little ditch which we were 
ſoon obliged to leave again, as the water ran 
n {ome parts of it almoſt up to the edge. 

At length we reached a little cottage, which 
we were juſt entering, when a cat, that was 
ſleeping unnoticed by us-upon a chair, jumped 
down, and would certainly have deſtr oyed me 
(who happened to go rt) had ſhe not at the 
ſame moment tried to catch wy brother, and 
by that mean milled her aim, and ſo given us 
both an opportunity- to elcape, which we 
did by ſcrambling behind a brick that a child 
had been playing with by the fide of the door. 
Fortunately the brick lay too cloſe to the 
houſe for the cat to get her paw behind it, fo 
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as to be able to reach us, though to avoid it 
we were obliged to uſe the greateſt precau- 
tion, as ſhe could thruſt it in a little way, ſo 
that if we had gone one inch too near cither 
erid ſhe would certainly have dragged us out 
by her talons. In this dreadful ſituation did 
we ſpend fome hours, inceſſantly moving from 
one end of the brick to the other, for the mo- 
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ment me had, by the entrance of her paw at 


one end, driven us to the other, ſhe ſtepped 
cover, and again made us retreat. Think with 
 Þ what dreadful terror our little hearts muſt have 
been oppreſſed, to ſee our mortal enemy fo 
"= YVoL. © clolely 
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cloſely watching us, expecting every moment a 
when ſhe {hook the brick with her two fore- he 
aws in ſcratching, and with her mouth en- w 
deavoured to lift it up, that ſhe would be ſo {Þ 
far able to effect Ber purpole, as to make it Þ p-. 
impoſſible for us to eſcape her jaws. Butte 
happily for us, it had ſome how or other, 
got ſo wedged that ſhe could not move it 
to any diſtance, though it kept momently 
increaling our terrors, by ſhaking as the ſtrove 
to turn 2t. 

From this ſtate of horror, however, we} 
were at length delivered by a little boy of 
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about two. years old, who came out of the 
houſe, and taking the cat up round its body 
with both hands, tottercd away with it, and 
ſhut the door, Finding ourſelves thus unex- 
pectedly once more at liberty, we determined 


| to make uſe of it, by ſeeking ſome ſafer 
| retreat at leaſt, till night ſhould better hide us 


from public view. Terrified almoſt. out of 


| our ſenſes, we crept from behind the brick, 
and after running a few yards, ſlipped under 
the foiding doors of a barn, and {von con- 
| cealed ourſelves amidſt a vaſt quantity of 
| thraſhed corn. This appeared to us the molt 
deſireable retreat that we had yet found not 


only as it afforded ſuch immenſe plent, of 
food, but alſo as we could ſo eatily hide gu- 


| ſelves from the oblervation of any one; be— 


fide, as it did not appear to be a dwelling 
houſe, we could in ſecurity reſide, free from 


| any danger of traps, or the cruelty of man, 


We therefore congratulated each other, not 
more on account of the wonderful eicape 
which we had, than upon our good fortune in 
coming to ſpot ſo bleſſed with peace and 
plenty. 

After we were a little recovered from the 
tatigue of mind, as well as of body, which 
we had lately gone through, we regaled very 
heartily upon the corn that ſurrounded us, and 

| 3 then 
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then fell into a charming ſleep, from which we 
were awakencd the next morning by the ſound 
of human voices, We very diſtinctly heard 
that of a boy ſaying, Let us mix all the 
thraſhed corn with the reſt which is not 
thraſhed, and that will make a ue ffs, and 
{et n and Simon a / —— like 7roopers 
when they come and find all their labour loſt, 
and that they mult do all their work over 
again. And do you think, that there is any 
thing ſo agreeable in giving people trouble, 

and hearing them ſwear, replied another 
voice, that you can wiſh ty do it? For my 
part, 1 think it is fo wicked a thing, that I 
hate to hear any body guilty of it, much lels 
would I be the caule of making them commit 
lo great a ſin: and as for giving them all their 
trouble over again, ſo far would it be from 
affording me any Metre, that on the con- 
trary it would give me great pain; for how- 
ever you may think of it Vill, J aſſure you, 
it always gives me much uncafineſs t ” {ee peo- 
ple labouring and working hard, I always 
think, how much I ſhauld diſlike to be oblis- 
ed to do ſo mylelf, and therefore very ſincere- 
ly pity thoſe who muſt, On no account there- 
fore will I do any thing to add to their labour, 
or that ſhall give them unneceſjary work, 
Pough! anſwered Will, you arc wonderfully 
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bie, IJ, for my part, hate ſuch ſuperabun- 
dant wiſdom; I like to fee folk fret and flea, 
and cold, as our maids did laſt week when I 
cut the line, and let all the Atcets and gowns, 
and pelticoats, and frocks, and firts, and aprons, 
and caps, and what not, fall plump into the 


dirt, O! how I did laugh! and how they 


did mutter and ſcold! And do you know, 
that juſt as the waſh /adies were wiping their 
codled hands, and comtorting themſelves with 
the thought of their work being all over, and 
were going to /i their tea by the fire-ſide, I 

1. put 
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put them all to the cent; and they were o— 
bliged to waſh every rag over again, I ſhal] 
never forget how croſs they looked, nay, | 
verily beliet e Suſan cried about ii; and here I 
dia laugh ! | 

And "ray, rejoined the other boy, ſhould 
vou have laughed equally hearty k if, after you 
had been in ſchool all day, and had with 
much difficulty juſt got through all your 
writing, and different exerciſes, and were go- 
ing to play, ſhould you ng, I lay, if ſome- 
body was to run away with them all, and 
your maſter oblige you to do them all over 
again? Tell me Will, ſhould you /azgh, or 
cry and look oof? And even that would not 
te half ſo bad for you, as it was for the maids 
to be obliged to waſh the clothes over again; 
waſhing is very hard labour, and tires people 
ſadly, and ſo does thraſhi ing too: it 18,very 
unkind, therefore, to give them ſuch Unne- 
ceſſary trouple; and every thing that is u- 
kind, is wicked: and I would not do it upon 
any account I aftlu'e you. Then I Hire yau, 
replied Ji al, you may let it alone; 1 can £ it 
without your aſſiſtance, He then began mix— 
ing the grain and the chaff together, the other 
boy ſtrongly remonſtrated againſt it, to which 
he paid no attention; and whilſt he was io 
employed, two _ Simon and Ju, entered 
tne barn, Why, 
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Why, how now, Maſter Billy, ſaid Simon, what 
are vou about ? What bu! anels have vou to 
be here? You arc always doing ſome mil- 

chief or other! 1 wiſh with a'l | my heart that 
vou were kept chained like a dog, and never 


ſuflered to be at libertv. for YOu ts more harm 


in an hour, than a body can ſet right again ia 
a month! Mill then took up hats full of the 
corn and chaff, and threw it in the two 

men's faces: award taking up a flail, he 
gave Simon a blow acroſs his back, ſaying at 
the ſame time, I will ſhew vou the way to 
thzaſh, and ſeparate the fleſh from the bories 
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O! will you fo, young ſquire, ſaid Sis I 
will ſhew you the way to make naughty boys 
good. He then left the barn, but preſently 
returned accompanied by a gentler man, upon 
the fight of whom Vill let fall the flail which 
he was till then brandiſhing over Se 
„head, and was going away, when the gen— 
tleman taking hold of his hand, ſaid, Y ou 
do not ir from this place, Maſter William, 
nor have one mouthful of breakfaſt, till you 
have aſked the men pardon for your beha- 
|. VYiour, and likewile ſifted every grain of corn 
2 from the chaff which you have mixed with it. 
1 When you have done that, you may 46 
ur tome food, but not before * and alierward 
id vou may ſpend the reſt of the day in thraſhing, 
ther: you will be a better judge, my boy, of 
the fatiguc and labour of it, and knd how you 
ſhould Re, after orking hard all day, to 
have it: rendered uſel-is by a miſchievous boy. 
Remember, /Y/\7om, what I have now ſaid 
to you, for I do inſiſt upon being minded; and 
I promile you, that if you offer to play, or 
do any thing elſe to-day, you ſhall be puniſh- 
ed very ſcwerely. The gentleman then went 
away. Vill muttering ſomething, I could 
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and ſo much had he mixed together, that he 
dial not go in for his breaklall ult after I had 
heard 


not exactly hear what, began to filt the corn, 
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heard the church clock ſtrike one, though 1t 
was before eight when he firſt came into the 
barn, n bout an hour he returned, and he 
other boy with him, who addreſſed him, {ay- 
ing, Ah! ill, you had better haue taken 


my advice, and not have done lo; I thought 


what yOu would get by your xice ffs, as you 
called it. I never knew any good come of 
miſchief ; it generally brings thoſe who do it 
into diſgrace ; or it they gh happen t 
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eſenpe unpuniſhed, {Ull it is always att >nded 
with tome inconvenience; it is an 71 ratured 
diipolition 
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diſpoſition which can take pleaſure in giving 
trouble to any one. Do 4/4 your tongue, 
Fames, replied I , I declare 1 have not pa- 
tience to hear You Preaci, you are ſo prodi- 
giouſly <wi/e, and prudent, and fiber; you had 
better go in doors and Jew with your 
mamma, for you talk juſt as if you were a 
girl, and not in the leatt like a boy of ſpirit. 


Like a girl! reſumed James, are girls then 
the only folk who have any lenſe, or 
g00d-nature? Or what proof does it thew of 


ſpirit to be fond of miſchief, and giving 
people trouble? It is like a monkey of ſpirit in- 
dec d; but I cannot ſay, than I ſee either /pirit 
or fenfe in making the clcan clothes fall into 


"the dirt, or mixing the corn and the chaff, for 


the ſake of making the poor ſervants do them 
all over again: if thee things are a ſign of 

any ſpirit, I am ſure it is of an ewi/ one, and 

not at al. tuch as I wiſh to poſſeſs, though I 
no more want to fit ſtill, or work with a 
needle, than you do; but I hope there are other 
ways of ſhewing my Spirit, as you call it, 
than by doing miſe Lie, and being 1. natared 


I do not think my papa ever ſeems to be effe- 


minate, or want ſuflicient ſhirit; but he would 
feorn to give uanecellary trouble to any body : 


and fo would 7% Vaulter, thouzh no boy in 
ke world loves ptay better than he does; he 
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plays at cricket the beſt of any boy in the 
ſchool, and I am ſure none can beat him at 
tennis: and as for ſkipping, I never ſaw a boy 
Kip fo well in all my life; and I am ſure he 
would beat you, with all your. ſpirit, out and 
out, twenty times, either at running, or 
lidding, - or ſwimming, or climbing a tree, 
And yet he never gives trouble to any body 
for the ſake of un; he is one of the belt 
. tempered boys in the world; and whether it 
is like a girl or not, he always does what he 
knows to be right and kind; and if that is 
being like girls, Why! with all my heart; I 
like girls well enough, and if they behave 
well, I do not fee why you ſhould ſpeak ſo 
contemptuouſly of "xl My papa always 
ſays, that he loves girls juſt as well as boys, 
and none but fooliſh and naughty boys de! viſe, 
and teaze them- Juſt as he laid theſe word 
Simon and Fehn entered the barn, and 2 
Hall ſtand idle, Come, come, vun, n, 
ſaid John, take up your flail and go te work 


Sir, to work! to work ! y git wall =; here 

prelently, and you have done r:othing yet. re- 
ſently alter the gentleman returns . and en- 
forced John's adv ce for him to mind u work, 


After Maſter Vill had continned his em- 
ployment ſome little tin, he began to cry, 


laying, his arms ached ready to drop off, and 
his 
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his hand was ſo ſore he could not bear tt, J ar 
Then doubtlefs, replicd his father. you would 4 
prodigtouſly like, after you have been labour- J ps 
ing all day, to have your work to do over || ec 
again, for the fake of diverting a fooliſh boy, || al: 
But go en William, J am determined that you || ev 
thall, for one day, know what it is to work || th 
hard, and thereby be taught to pity, and || ct 
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help, not add to the fatigue of thoſe who do. || th 

The buy then went on with his buſineſs, | of 

the ugh not without making great complaints, 

ana ſhedding many tears. As lens;th, how- ni 

ever, evening came; and the gent'emen, his! = We 
an. 
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and the two men all went away, leaving Long- 
tail and myſelf to enjoy our abundance. We 
paſſed another night in the ſweeteſt undiſturb- 
ed repole, and in the day had nothing to 
alarm our fears. In ſhort our fituation was 
every way ſo perfectly happy and defirable, 
that we thought, although our mother had 
charged us not to return frequently to the ſame 
place, yet ſhe could not mean that we ſhould 
not take up our abode in a ſpot ſo ſecure 
and comfortable. We therefore determined 
to continue where we were, till we ſhould find 
ſome cauſe for removing. And happy had it 
been for us, if we had kept to this reſolution, 
and remained contented when we had every 
thing requifite to make us ſo. Inſtead of 
which, after we had thus, free from care, 
paſſed our time about ſeven months, like Tfools 
as we were, we began to grow weary of our 
retirement, and of eating nothing but the 
lame food; and agreed that we would again 
venture forth and ſeek for {ome other lodging, 
at the ſame time reſolving, in caſe we could 
find no habitation that ſuited us, to return to 
the barn, where we had enjoyed ſo many days 
of plenty and repoſe. 

Accordingly one fine moon-light Monday 
night, after ſecuring our ſupper on the corn, 
we ſet forth, and travel'e.l for ſame diſtance 

Vol, I. ww > without 
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without any further moleſtation than our 
own natural fears created, At length we came 
to a brick-houſe, with about fave or fix win- 
cows in front, and made our way into it 
througha {mall latticed window which gave air 
into the pantry : but on our arrival here we 
had no opportunity ef ſo much as obſerving 
what it contained, for, on our ſlipping down, 
a Cat inſtantly flew at us, and by the greateſt 
good luck in the world, there chanced to be a 
hole in one of the boards of the floor, cloſe to 
the ſpot where we ſtood, into which we both 
were happy enough to pop, before ſhe could 
catch us. Here we had time to reflect, and 
ſeverely blame ourſelves for not being ſatish- 
ed with our ſtate in the barn. When, ſaid J, 
addreſſing myſelf to my brother, When ſhall 
we grow wile, and learn to know, that cer- 
tain evil always attends every deviation from 
what is right, When we diſobeyed the advice 
of our mother, and tempted by cakes and 
other dainties, frequently returned to the ſame 
dangerous place, how ſeverely did we ſuffer 
for it? And now by our own 4i/cantert, and 
not being ſatisfied when fo ſafely, though 
more humbly lodged, into what trouble have 
we not plunged ourſelves ? How ſecurely have 
we lived in the barn for the laſt ſeven months, 
and how happily mi ht we ſtill have continued 
there, 


> 
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there, had it not been for our reſtleſs diſpoſi- 
tions? Ah! my brother, we have acted fool- 
iſh'y. We ought to have been contented when 
we were at peace, and ſhould have conſidered, 

that if we had not every thing we could wiſh 
for, we had every thing that was zeceſſary; and 
the life of a mouſe was never deſigned for 
perfect happineſs, Such enjoy: ment was never 
intended for our lot: it is the portion only of 
beings whole capacities are far ſuperior to ours. 


We ought then to have been contented; and 


had we been ſo, we ſhould have been as hat 


py as our {tate of life would have admitted of, 


What you ſay is certainly very true, replied” 


Lingtail, and 1 ſincerely wiſh that we had 
thought of theſe things before. But What 
muſt. we now do? we d we would return to 


| the barn in caſe of difficulties, but that is nov? 
impoſſible, as if we attempt to retreat, the 


cat that drove us in here, wall certainly de- 
ſtroy us: and yet in proceeding, what diffi- 


cult: es muſt we encounter, what dinsers rn may 
we not run? O! my beloved Nimble, con- 


tinued he, what a life of hazard is ours 7 to 
what innumerable accidents are we hourly 
expoſed ! and how is every meal that we eat 
at the riſk of our very exilterice. 


It undoubtedly is, replied I, but with all 


its troubles we {till are very deſirous of pre- 
G 2 lerving 
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ſerving : let us not then, my brother, in-] 5 
dulge our hearts in murmuring, and finding} *® 
fault with that life, which, notwithſtanding all | Y 
its evils, we value fo bighly. Rather let us 
endeavour to lcarn experience, and by con 
ducting ourlelves better, eſcape many of thofe | ? 
troubles which we now ſufler. So ſaying, I 
adviſed him to follow me, for, added J, it is 
impoſlible for us to exiſt in the {pot in which | | 
we are at preſent : we mult therefore ſtrive to 
work our wav into ſome other houlc, or apart - 
ment, where we can at leaſt find ſome food, 
To th's Longyail agreed, The reſt of the 
night, and all the next day, we ſpent in nib- 
bling, and finding our way into a clofet in the 
koule, which richly repaid us for all our toil, 
as it contained fuger, plums, rice, millet, va- 
rious kinds of voter, and what we liked 
better than all the reſt, a paper of nice maca- 
werd. On theſe we ſeaſted molt aclicioully till 
our hunger was fully ſatisfied, and then 
crceping into a little hole, juſt big enough to 
contain us both, behind, one of the jars of 
{w cetmeats, repoſed ourſelves with a nap, af- 
ter our various and great fatigucs which we 
had gone through. I never was a remarkable 
{ound ſleeper, the leaſt noile diſturbs me, and 
] was awakened in the morning by the ſervant 
maid's coming into the room to iweep it, and 
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get it ready for the reception of her miſtreſs 
and family, who ſoon after entered. As 1 
wanted to know from whom the voices which 
I heard proceeded, I ſtepped ſoftly from be- 
hind the jar, and juſt peeped under the door, 
into the room, where 1 diſcovered a gentleman, 
two ladies, and a boy arid girl. 


As I was totally unacquainted with all 
places of retreat, and did not know how ſoon 


| any of them might have occaſion to open 


the cloſet door, 1 inſtantly returned to my 
brother; and awaking him, told him it was 
G 3 time 
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time for us to be upon our guard, as the fa- 
mily were all up and about. Whilſt we were 
thus ſituated, the firſt words I heard diſtinctly 
were thoſe of the gentleman, ſaying, No, 
Frank, | ean never have a good opinion of 
him; the boy who could once deceive, may, 
for ought | know, do fo again; he has, by 
breaking his word, forfeited the only depen- 
dence one could poittbly have in him. 

A perſon who hs once loſt his honour, has 
no mean left of gaining credit to-his aſſer- 


tions. By honour, Frank, 1 would be under- 


ſtood to ſpeak of weracity, of virtue, of ſcorn- 
77g to Commit a mean action, and not thay 
brutiſh ſenſe in which {ome underſtand it; as 


if it conſiſted in a readineſs-to „igt and re/ent 


an injury: for ſo far am I from conſidering 
ſuch behaviour as any proof of horfour, that 
on the contrary, 1 look upon it as a ſure ſign ol 
want of proper ſpirit and true honour, Fools, 
bullies, and even cowards will fight, whereas, 
none but men of ere and reſalution, and true 
magnaniminity know how to pardin, and de- 
ſpiſe an inſult. But indeed, Sir, replied the 
boy, at ſchool if one did not fight they would 
2 at one fo, there Would be no ſuch thing 
as | 
my dear, that I ſay to pals by, and pardon an 
inſult, requires more rTY/olution and courage 


than mere feghting does. When 


earing it. And for that very realon it is, 
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When I wiſh you to avoid quarrelling and 
fighting, I by no mean want you to become a 
coward; for I as much abhor a daflardly ſpirit, 
as any boy in your {chool can poſſibly do; but 
I would wiſh you to convince them that you 
merited not_ that appellation, by ſhewing, 
through the whole of your behaviour, a reſo- 
I:tion that deſpiſed accidental pain, and avoid- 
ed revenging an affront, for no other reaſon 
than becauſe you were convinced that it ſhewed 
a much nobler ſpirit to. pardon than to rent. 
And you may be aſſured, my dear, few are the 
days that pals without affording us ſome op- 
portunity of exerting our patience, and ſnew- 
ing, that although we diſdain quarrelling, ſtill 
we are far from being cowards, . I remember 


when I was at ſchool, there was one boy, 
who, from his firſt coming, declined upon all 


occaſions, engaging in any battle; he even 
gave up many of his juſt rights to avoid quar- 
relling ; which conduct inltead of gaining, as 
it juſtly deſerved, the approbation of his com- 
panions, drew upon him the inſult and abuſe 
of the whole ſchool; and they were perpetu- 
ally teazing him with the opprobious title of 


_corvard, For {ome time he bore it with great 


good-humour, and endeavoured to laugh it 
off; but finding that had no effect, he one day 
Liurs addreficd us: If you ſuppole that I like 
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so be called a coward, you are all very much 
miſtaken ; or if you think me one, I aſſure 
you that you are not leſs ſo; for no boy in the 
ichool, ſhould, it put to the trial, ſhew 


greater reſolution than myſelf : indeed I think 
it no {mall proof of patience that I have born 
your repeated inſults ſo long; when I could, 


by behaving more like a ſavage beaſt, and leſs 


like a reaſonable creature, have eſtabliſhed my 
character at once: but I abher quarrelling, my 
ſoul deteſts to treat my fellow creatures as if 
they were brutes, from whoſe fangs I muſt 
delend myſelf, but if nothing elſe but cu 
WII 
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will convince you, that I poſſeſs not leſs cou- 
rage than yourſelves, I will now offer, in cold 
blood, to engage with the biggeſt boy in the 
ſchool. If 1 conquer him, it will be a ſign 
that I &zow how to defend myſelf ; and if he 
conquers me, [ will, by my behaviour, give 
a proof that I am not wanting in reſolution to 
ſuffer pain, although I never will ſo far de- 
mean the character of a reaſonable creature, 
and a Chriſtian, as to fight upon every trifling 
diſagreement or inſult, No ſooner had he 
uttered theſe words, than every boy preſent 
was loud either in his commendation or con- 
demriation. One quarter of them, convinced 
of the juſtneſs of his arguments, highly exalt- 
ed his forbearance ; whilſt the other three 
parts, with {till greater noiſe, only catled him 
a bully, and a mean ſpirited coward, who dared 
not fight, and for that reaſon made ſuch a fine 
{peech, hoping to intimidate them, Well then, 
ſaid he, if fuch is vour opinion, why will 
none of you accept my offer, you furely can- 
not be afraid, you who are ſuch brave fellows, 
of ſuch tre courage, and ſuch noble fpirits, 
cannot” ſurely be afraid of a coxvard, and a 
bully. Why therefore does no one of you ſtep 
forward, and put my Vue /peech to the teſt. 
Otherwiſe, after J have thus challenged you 
all, 1 hope ze for che future will think _ 

they 
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they have any right to call me coxvard ; 
though I again declare my fixed tion 
againſt lighting. Juſt as he ſaid this, a voice 
ng for Help, was heard from a lane adjoin- 


ing to the play yard. [mmediately oe all 


flocked to the lide neareſt whence it proceed- 
ed, and clambering upon benches, watering- 
pots, or whatever firſt came in our way, 
peeped over the wall, where we diſcovered 
two well-zrown lads about ſeventeen or eigh- 


teen ſtripping a little boy of his cloaths, and 
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beating him for his out-cries iu a molt cruel 
manner; and at a little diſtance farther down 


the lane fat a company of Giplies, to whom 
the 
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the two lads evidently belonged, At the 

ſight of this we were all much diſtreſſed, and 

wiſhed to relieve the boy, though diſcovering 

ſo large a party, we were too much afraid to 

venture; till Tomkins, the boy I before ſpoke 

about, inſtantly jumped from the wall, and on- 
| ly ſaying, Has nobody courage to follow me ? 
ran toward them as faſt as poſſible, and with 
uncommon ſtrength and agility placed himſelf 
between them and the boy, and began de- 
fending himſelf in the beſt manner that the 
could ; which he did for {ome time with great 
dexterity, none of his gi ichool-ſellows 
having courage to go to his aſſiſtance. At 
length, however, ſeeing it impoſſible for him 
to ſtand out any longer againſt two ſo much 
ſtronger than himſelf, the boys agreed to ſe- 
cure themſelves by numbers, and to ſally forth 
to Nis aſſiſtance all together. This ſcheme ſuc- 
ceeded, and very ſhortly reſcued Tmin from 
his antagoniſts, He thanked them for their 
aſſiſtance, ſaying at the fame time, I hope you 
will no longer doubt my courage, or my abili— 
ties to fight when it is neceſſary, or in a good 
cauſe. After ſo ſignal a proof of his valour, 
his greateſt enemies could no longer doubt it 
and without ever engaging in ſooliſh battles, 
he paſſed through ſchool as much reſpected ag 
any boy, and his magnanimity was never 
again called in queſtion. As 
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As the gentleman ſtopt ſpeaking, the little 
girl called out, O! papa the coach is at the 
door! Is it? my dear, returned the father, 
Well then ſtop, my love, ſaid one of the la- 
dies, I have got a Jew cakes for you, {tay and 
take them belore you go. She then unlock- 
ed the cloſet where we were, and took down 
the paper of macaroons, among which we had 
ſo comfortably regaled ourlelves ; when ob- 
ferving the hole in the paper through which 
we entered, O dear! ſhe exclaimed, the mice 
have actually got into my cupboard ; 1 will 
move all the things out this very morning, and 
lock the cat up in it, ior I ſhall be undone if 
the mice once get footing here, they will ſoon 
ſpoil all my ſtores, and that will never do. 
She then kiſſed both the children, and giving 
them the cakes; they, the gentleman, and 
other lady all departed : and ſhe inſtantly 2- 
gan to move the boxes and jars from the 
cloſet ; whilſt we, terrified almoſt out of our 
wits, fat trembling behind one of them, not 
daring to ſtir, yet dreading the cat's approach 
every moment. | 

We were ſoon, however, obliged to move 
our quarters, for the lady taking down the 
very jar which concealed us, we were forced 
{without knowing where we were) to jump 

| down 


Rey SY AY” Rt Wa” one % 


2 


Ld hd pans 8 %-F 


N  PERAMBULATION of a Movst, 89 


down inſtantly. In vain we ſought all round 
the room for ſome avenue whereat we might 
eſcape ; the apartmept was too well fitted up 
to admit the ſmalleſt crack, and we mult then 
certainly have been deſtroyed, had we not, 
with uncommon preſence of mind, ran up the 
back of the lady's gown, by which mean ſhe 
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loſt ſight of us, and gave us an opportunity to 


make our eſcape, as ſhe opened the door to or- 


der the cat to be brought in. We leized the 
lucky moment, and dropping from her gown, 


fled with the utmoſt hafte out at the houſe 
Vol. H | door, 
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door; which happencd to be wide open, and 
3 without once looking behind me, ran on 
till I diſcovered a little crack in a brick- wall, 

which I entered, and which after many r 
ings, and windings brought me to this houſe, 
where I have now continued ſculking about in 
its different apartments for above a month, 

during which time I have heard not the leaſt 
tidings of my beloved brother, Longtail. 
Whether, therefore, any m. chance befel him 
as he followed me, or whether he entered the 
crack with me, and then loſt fight of me, I 
know not; but in vain have J ſought him 
every day ſince my arrival within theſe walls; 


of him, that I am now come forth, contrary 


to beſeech you in cale—— 


ed, and my ſervant coming haſtily in, the 
mouſe jumped from my table, and precipitate- 
ly retreated to. the fame hole frem whence it 
friſt addrefied me; and though I have ſeveral 


never been able to ſee it any where ſince, 


favour me ſo far with their confidence, as to 
, intruſt 


and fo anxious am I to learn what is become 
to my nature, to engage your compaſſion, and 


At this moment the door of my room open- 


times peeped into it, and even laid little bits 
of cake to entice it back again, yet have I 


Should either that, or any other, ever again 


ic A a> A fu A, folio 


* 


as * vt 


Bw 


vv 


P_W rt 1 


1 
> 
t 


„ r x ER We oth, 


„ in 
PerRAuBULATION Va Mouse, 91 


intruſt me with their hiſtory, I will certainly 
communicate it with all poſſible ſpeed to my 
little readers, who I hope have been wile 
enough to attend to the advice given them in 
the preceding pages, although it was deliver- 
ed to them by one as inſignificant as 2 
MOUSE, © 


Exp of Vol. I, 


